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[Abstract:] Substance of an interview between Daniel M. Fox and Patrick T. Lamb. 
May 14, 1888 


Substance of an interview between Supt. Fox and Patrick F. Lamb, a Forman in the Melting 
Dept., 14 May 1888. 


Q You have been reported to me for what was state on the notification — that you abandoned 
the superintend of your men, and the work and left the Mint without permission of the 
Superintendent — how is that? 


A On Friday I was on duty on the night shift. Dr. Tuttle was about going out about a quarter 
to 4 and said he would like me to go out with him. 


Q What for? 


A I told him he must decide that matter; he says, “What is the custom”; I say if you see the 
door-keeper, I guess I can go out. He went and saw Mr. Brown and we went out to Broad Street. 
Mr. Tuttle forgot something: I waiting till he came back; we transacted what business we had 
and I came back: we were gone about 20 minutes, Mr. Brown said sooner than he expected. Dr. 
told him we through we could be gone 15 or 20 minutes. We had just taken out a melt & the rest 
would not be ready for about three quarters of an hour. If I had thought it was a violation of the 
rule, a Mr. Brown had informed Dr. Tuttle so — I have seen Mr. Boyd send Charley Frick out on 
an errand, so I thought if he could do it, the Melter & Refiner himself had that privilege. 


Q Don’t you know the rule, that if a man wants to leave the Mint he must ask permission of 
the Superintendent? 


A I though the Melter & Refiner could give me permission. I didn’t go by myself. I went 
with Mr. Tuttle and as soon as we got through, I got back. Mr. Brown has been in the service 
longer than me and he should have informed the Doctor. He said he did not think it was wrong, 
or I would have stayed in. I only know what is customary. I never saw a copy of the rule. 


Q It is all in violation of the rule. 
A I though the Superior had the privilege. I have seen them use it and though they a right. 
Mr. Fox Here read the 10th Sec: Art. 29 Mint Rules & Regulations “During the working 
hours none of the employees shall leave the institution without permission, and it shall be the 
duty of the foreman to report any absence during such hours”. 

And Sec. 11 “Absence without leave shall be a cause of suspension or dismissal.” 

And Sec. 12 “Applications for leave of absence shall be made in writing to the office in 


whose department the applicant is employed, and if approved by him, shall be presented to the 
Superintendent (or assayer in charge) for his action thereon.” 
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There is nothing which says they shall go out without permission of the head of the 
department and then approved by the Superintendent. 


Now the idea of a man in the character of an officer abandoning his room where there is 
silver and gold in his charge during the hours of labor is what I will not brook in anybody. Iam 
told while you were out you took a drink — is that so? 


A Yes Sir. 

Q Is that what you went for? 

A No Sir we did not go out for that purpose. 

Q Then Dr. Tuttle had nothing to do with the drink? 

A No Sir that was not the object we went out for at all. 

Q Then the charge was true as reported in the notification? 

A Except that I thought Dr. Tuttle could give me permission to — 

Q I am only asking if the charge was true — you left the Mint. 

A The charge is true. I went out: quarter to 4 with Mr. Tuttle, and came back five 
minutes past 4. 

Q Without any permission from the Superintendent. 

A No Sir. 

Q Nor any in writing form the Superintendent? 

A He asked Mr. Brown — he asked if I could go out. 

Mr. Fox Suppose the men in the Mint would adopt this course! It would have a very 


deleterious effect. The men have spoken of you going out and saw through the open space where 
you went and the effect of it was injurious to the force, especially where so important an officer 
— as you — as foreman have done it. They would be sure to claim the same privilege. 


A They are not likely. I did not ask the privilege. It was not my business. Dr. Tuttle 
came in and asked for me. I was not in the office at that time: he left word he wanted to see me: 
he was back in the rolling room; saw me there & I went out and saw him: we had just fired a 
melt. 
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Q Of all other times that period was one that required your vigilance to take care of 
the treasure which was in your charge, and your absence is one of those things I think is 
outrageous. 


A I frequently have to leave the room on business and there is another foreman. We 
make it a point that there is only one out at a time. I think these things came through malice. 


Mr. Fox That does not actuate me. 
A No, undoubtedly not. 
Mr. Fox I have had it reported to me in different ways, and I will have no reference to the 


mater in that way. 
A It occurred last Friday: we went over to Steel’s: stayed there talking: Dr. Tuttle 
said “There is no place in the room” and we went upstairs in the Club Room: stayed there about 


10 minutes & then came back. 


Mr. Fox That will do now. 


